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self-denial. The suicide of the Red Letter Government was no exception. The logical conclusion of its self-debasing progress came with the extension of women's suffrage* The inner story, as to who were the Conservative leaders' advisers on this measure, may some day be known; it will be a point of interest if of no importance. It seems difficult to believe that in the circumstances any Government could have been so clumsy in its casuistry. Apart frofri the feminine desire for citizenship, the niggling wish to make democracy symmetrical, or the tactical bid for votes, the Conservative Party will always be taunted with its complacent excuse: "If we had not done it, the other person would/' Here indeed was the one case for leaving the task to that other person; here was a grocer's philosophy summed up in a sentence. It was the lack of dignity that was tragic. Had the House of Lords thrown the measure out they would have restored themselves beyond reform in the eyes of the public.
If this was the natural end of the course to which Mr, Baldwin had committed himself, much criticism of him is explained. He had pledged himself to the Liberal notion of the Constitution as a routine in which all powerful feeling could be artfully suppressed. He perhaps forgot that Mr. Asquith could adopt the course without a loss of faith-It was the Liberal leader's normal way of life. A Tory in the same position had to create a farce, It must be remembered that Mr. Baldwin had used the Asquithian tactics and the illusory conception of the Constitution in order to tame the wild men of the Labour Party* That was his diplomatic move, and to his credit he had succeeded. The subtlety must be allowed him personally, but it does not detract from the farce.
As a statesman he must be judged by the criteria of statesmanship. With the Flapper Vote he had become the joke of his own tactics. The enigma was that a disciple of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain who in 1923 had heeded no advice should six years later have sunk to such an ebb.